
811  

Educational  

Program 



Goal 



• VNG forged a relationship with Norfolk Public Schools  

 Dr. L’Tanya Simmons – Deputy Superintendent of Operations 

 Carlos Clanton – Executive Director of NPS 

 Andrienne Britton – Senior Coordinator, Science Department 

 Julia Wilshire – Science Teacher Specialist 

 

• VNG Team 

 David Gatling, Zack Gravely, Ann Templeman – Damage 

Prevention Team 

 George Faatz – External Affairs 

 Karen Bradley – Corporate Communications 

811 Educational Program 



 

 

 

Teachers 

Students 

Parents 

Strategy 



For 2,500 Students: 

• 811 logoed school supply pouches 

• 811 logoed crayons, rulers, pencils 

 

 

For 132 Teachers 

• CGA 811 Pirate Video for kids 

• VNG permanent 811 poster for class 

• 811/VNG stickers and cups for 

telescope project 

• White posters for 811 poster contest 

• 500 class pencils logoed with 811 

• Parent letters and keepsakes 

Materials  



NPS 4th grade science teachers  

at 33 participating elementary schools  

 

• Week-long Problem Based Learning as part of curriculum 

• 811 Pirate Video sets the stage 

• Hands-on pirate telescope project with 811-VNG stickers 

• 811 poster contest 

• Poster grading rubric ensures all C.A.R.E. elements learned 

• VNG provided all materials during teacher meeting 

 

Teachers 



Get involved with hands on learning –  

 

• Pirate telescope project 

• 811 poster contest – must demonstrate all elements of 

C.A.R.E. message 

• Best poster teams would win class party from VNG 

• Given VNG/811 school supplies as constant reminders 

of safe digging messages 

 

 

Students 



Messages reinforced at home   

 

• Letter from Dr. Simmons sent home 

explaining initiative 

• VNG/811 jar opener as ‘keepsake’ 

reminder 

 

 

Parents/Caregivers  



• Class groups designed educational 811 posters 

demonstrating C.A.R.E. elements 

• Teachers used grading rubric to narrow the posters down to 

the top contenders 

• VNG staff selected top 3 posters from all entries utilizing the 

same rubric 

811 Poster Contest  









Virginian-Pilot 811 poster winners ad  



In discussions for similar program with Newport News City Schools 

for 2015 

Next Steps 

 

 

 



Thank you 


