
Locator Qualification 

Shane Ayers  
Safety Program Manager 

Division of Utility and Railroad Safety 



 

 

Every safety law or rule is written 

in 

BLOOD! 
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Spotsylvania County, Virginia 1998 
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Natural Gas and Hazardous Liquid 
Pipeline Locators 

• Held to higher standard due to additional 
regulations and potential dangers associated 
with the product those pipelines carry if they 
are released 

 

• The bar must be raised for ALL locators! 

 

• Here is how the gas operators are getting 
there: 
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Operator Qualification 
for Natural Gas and Hazardous Liquid 

Pipeline Locators 

• Original mandate in 1992 

• Rule became effective in 1999 

– Negotiated rulemaking 

 

• We continue to see issues… 

– Non-existing or ineffective training (unqualified 
contractors) 

– Failure to identify Abnormal Operating Conditions (“AOCs”)  
(locators, meter readers, etc.) 
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Service Lines under Structures 
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Venting and Tilted Meter 
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Exposed Plastic Pipe 

 



Failure to Inspect Construction 
Activities 

9 



Locating OQ 
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Locating OQ 
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Locating OQ 
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Working with VA LDC’s 

• SCC LDC Executive Committee formed to address 
common issues such as OQ (Began in June 2011) 

 

• All agreed that existing plans needed to be improved 

 

• Management Steering team and subject matter 
expert (“SME”) teams were formed 

 

• Began with Locating OQ (six subject matters 
currently underway) 
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– NULCA standards were categorized into four Domains 

– Drafted OQ testing materials  (Knowledge 
Assessment) 

– Test questions were written and reviewed by the 
group  

– Hand on Skills Assessment procedures and criteria 
were developed 

– Tests were validated by a third party vendor (PHD) 

– Course curriculum development (underway by third 
party vendor) 

– Classes will be scheduled 

 

 

Locating OQ Development Process 
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Job Safety Observation (JSO) is an onsite safety 
evaluation 

 

 What is observed and recorded 
◦ Safety Practices 
◦ Vehicle & Equipment Inspection 
◦ Dig Safe Procedures  

 

 Who performs a JSO 
◦ Managers & Supervisors 
◦ Safety Personnel 
◦ Quality Control Inspectors 

 



 Mobile application electronically records JSO 
with e-Sketch 

 

 E-Sketch validates the location of the 
observation 

 

 Vehicle GPS validates the duration of the 
observation 

 

 







Pre-survey is performed and a white line is painted and 
drawn in e-Sketch 



Located utilities overlaid on whiteline  



As-built 


